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St. Thomas is ready to take this next and perhaps most significant step in 

our history, one that will in many ways define our future for years to come. 

We are confident that we can build on our traditions while looking for new 

ways to serve. 

The Commitment to Serve 

St. Thomas has a strong track record of meeting the needs of the 

community, even when those needs were unpopular and risky. The arson 

that destroyed the church remains unsolved, but occurred at a time of 

civil unrest when St. Thomas took the unpopular stance of opposing the 

war in Vietnam. Our commitment to civil rights, justice, and hospitality has 

continued since that milestone event, providing compassion and service 

to people with AIDS and the LGBT community in subsequent years when 

other churches would not. 

A place where people have always felt welcome, our current space can no 

longer accommodate the visitors and members who come to find peace and 

worship here, nor our neighbors who use our church as a public meeting space. 

We aim to continue this tradition. No matter what brings them to the front 

door, those who enter learn quickly that they will be loved and welcomed 

into a vibrant and exciting community. We recognize that St. Thomas is also a 

singular place that enables us to take a moment together to share silence in 

the midst of the rush of the city ñ a place to balance hectic schedules, noise, 

and busyness with silence, reflection, and connections with one another. 

An Invitation to Invest in the Community for the Future 

We are investing in a future where this vision for service and ministry can be 

fully realized. Following a thoughtful and careful process, our congregation 

has concluded that we must build a new home that will stand at 18th and 

Church Streets, NW, where the original structure stood until 1970. 

The new structure will elegantly link old and new by preserving and 

incorporating the remains of the 19th century sanctuary. The design of the 

new church building embraces the modern while reframing our connections 

to our tradition, in ways that are both inspiring and functional. A truly 

21st century facility, this multi‐use space will allow for the much‐needed 

expansion of church programs, vastly expanding its capacity to meet 

the needs of the community while accommodating the needs for 

regular worship services. Through activities as diverse as art and cultural 

events, hosting community-support groups, and serving the most needy 

populations and individuals among us, the new facility will be an active and 

lively space for the entire Dupont Circle neighborhood. 

Need from 
community:

$2,000,000

ST. THOMAS’ 
FUNDRAISING 
GOALS

St. Thomas’ 
contribution:

$4,000,000



In 2010, we launched the Grow With Us Campaign to raise the funds 

needed for the new building. 

St. Thomas is committing a range of assets to accomplish this critical 

project. Insurance and endowment funds, and proceeds from the sale of 

property will be combined with philanthropic support from the members  

of the congregation raised through the capital campaign. 

We invite you now to take part in this exciting 
opportunity. An additional $2 million is needed 
in philanthropic support to complete the project 
and make the vision for a new facility a reality. 

As a congregation, and as members of the Washington community, we are 

committed with hope and eager expectation to creating this magnificent 

place where all will feel welcome. More than a worship space, it will be a 

place for neighbors to gather, to strengthen community, and to celebrate 

the vibrant life of our wonderful neighborhood. We have the energy, 

dedication, and commitment. But we cannot do it alone. We need your help 

to build a church community for the future. 

Be part of our future. Be part of Washingtonís future. Make a gift today that will 

affect lives for generations to come. Support the Grow With Us Campaign.

http://growth.stthomasdc.org/
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Rendering of the new church 

building as seen from 18th 

Street, NW looking south.



Building a new future4

 

The Reverend Dr. Nancy Lee Jose 
Rector
The Rev. Dr. Nancy Lee Jose accepted the call to become 

the eighth rector of the historic St. Thomas’ Parish in 2004.  

The first woman to hold that position, she has led this 

inclusive and dynamic community into a striking new period of growth 

in diversity and organizational health.  The Rev. Jose promotes an ethos 

of “radical hospitality” at St. Thomas’ Parish by including newcomers 

immediately into the full life of the parish and expecting the congregation 

to be transformed constantly by the gifts brought by its newest members.  

As a result, during the past seven years St. Thomas’ has experienced a large 

influx of new parishioners – younger and older, gay and straight -- including 

a growing number of young families .  Herself a native-Washingtonian,  

Nancy Lee remains deeply committed to the congregation’s history of 

generous response to the needs and development of the Dupont Circle 

neighborhood and the city of Washington.

 

Matthew Jarvis, AIA, LEED AP 
Architect
Matthew Jarvis, Architect and Principal at AURAFORM INC, 

has attracted notice with the prominent commission to 

design the new St. Thomas’ Parish Church in Washington, 

D.C.’s Dupont Circle neighborhood.  With such architectural features as 

a triangular shaped roof, pierced with 12 pyramidal skylights (for each 

of the 12 apostles) all pointing to a single large skylight directly over the 

ruins of the original 1893 church’s High Altar, the re-imagined church 

promises to attract considerable attention.   Mr. Jarvis studied at the 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and the University of Switzerland’s Academy 

of Architecture in Ticino where he studied under internationally-known 

architect Peter Zumthor.  Mr. Jarvis was the Project Architect for multiple 

award-winning projects at David Jameson Architect Inc. for six years before 

establishing AURAFORM INC in 2008.


